242                                   JLnne of Gleves,                                  [1539.

tion of the prevalent mode, is unbecoming. The five-cornered
hood of Anne Boleyn and Jane Seymour has been modified into a
heavy coif of white lawn or lace. The shoulders are deformed by
hard triangular epaulettes, the waist is short, and the elbows
loaded with drapery without form or taste. The face of the
young lady, however, appeared sufficiently lovely to decide Henry
on accepting her, and the negotiation was completed at Windsor
early in the same month in which anived Holbein's flattering
portrait. The contract of marriage was signed at Dusseldorf.
September the 4th, 1539. All matters of state policy and royal
ceremonials being arranged, the bride-elect bade a long, and, as
it proved, a last farewell to her mother, her brother and sisters,
by all of whom she was tenderly beloved. She quitted her native
city of Dusseldorf the first week in October, 1539, and, attended by
a splendid train and escort, left the pleasant banks of the Rhine
for the stranger-land of which she was now styled the queen.

At Antwerp many English merchants met her grace four miles
without the town, clad in velvet coats and chains of gold. The
nest day the English merchants brought her on her way to
Stetkyn, and gave her a gift. She then proceeded, at the same
rate of twenty miles a-day, through Tokyn, Bruges, Oldenburgh,
Nieuport, and Dunkirk, to Gravelines, where the captain received
her honourably. The next day she arrived in the English pale
at Calais between seven and eight o'clock in the morning, so that
she and her ladies must have quitted their pillows and commenced
their journey long before it was light.

The lord admiral with alow obeisance welcomed the royal bride,
and brought her into Calais by the lantern-gate, where the ships
lay in the haven garnished with their banners, pensils, and flags,
pleasant to behold; and at her entry was shot such a peal of guns,
that all her retinue were astonished. The town of Calais echoed
the royal salute with a peal of ordnance along the coast. " When
she entered the lantern-gate, she stayed to view the king's ships
called the Lyon and the Sweepstakes, which were decked with one
hundred banners of silk and gold."

The new queen was detained by the perversity of winds u&d
waves so long, that she kept her Christmas festival perforce at
Calais. At last she embarked with her train, and, attended by a royal
convoy of fifty ships, sailed with a prosperous wind, December 27,
and had so quick a passage, that she landed at Deal the same day
at five o'clock. She was honourably received by sir Thomas
Gheyney, lord warden of the port, and proceeded immediately to
a castle newly built, supposed to be Walmer castle, where" she
changed her dress, and remained till the duke and duchess of